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blows with the gladius which cut off arms and legs, and even
severed the head from the body of an oppo-
nent. It was the favorite weapon. The sol-
diers were trained to serve in any capacity,
and the heavy legionaries could act as skir-
mishers, the velites could charge in close or-
der and the horse fight on foot.

The  cavalry was  by no  means  as  good.
This  arm had never  been  a  favorite with
the Romans.    It was considered as a mere
auxiliary to the foot.    The horsemen's equip-
ment was not as thoroughly made, nor were
their weapons as well fashioned, as those of
the foot.   Even at the beginning of the Punic
wars the horsemen had no armor, only leather
shields which the rain weakened, poor swords, and lances
far from stout  enough.     They pre-
ferred to fight on
foot   rather    than
mounted.     More-
over,   the    Roman
was   not   as  natu-
rally a horseman as
were the wild tribes
from which Hanni-
bal drew his  cav-
alry.    It  was, in-
deed, in this  that
Hannibal saw and
used his great ad-
vantage.    But the
Romans  learned
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